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Newspaper Reports on the Integration of the Osaka Marathon
and Lake Biwa Mainichi Marathon

AREGE®, HEEL" ZA3eh’, BARKS
Kenji KUBO?, Satoshi TSUYOSHI®, Sayaka MIKADO®, Atsuo SUGIMOTO"

Abstract

The study analyzed the reporting trends in the Yomiuri Shimbun and the Mainichi Shimbun, in relation to the merger of the
Osaka Marathon and the Lake Biwa Mainichi Marathon, aiming to examine the intentions behind the merger.

"o

A comparison of frequently used words in both newspapers revealed common characteristic terms, including "Japan," "record,"
and "Olympics." The Yomiuri Shimbun frequently cited terms such as "representative", while the Mainichi Shimbun frequently cit-
ed terms such as "MGC." Hierarchical cluster analysis and media frame setting indicated that both newspapers’ reporting trends
were similar and reflected the intentions of the Osaka Marathon Organizing Committee as announced at the time of the merger.
These findings suggest that the newspapers’ coverage emphasized (1) raising awareness of the merger, (2) increasing its ap-

peal, (3) highlighting the desire to set records, and (4) improving the level of competition.

Key words: Osaka Marathon, Lake Biwa Mainichi Marathon, Integration, Newspaper reports
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Contribution of a University-based Sports Program in
Addressing Challenges Faced by Parents

9\{* JLa\ ’ —-ﬁé%’ﬁ) #“Ii‘ﬁﬁga, i&%ﬁzz: %ﬁj{ﬂﬂa, /A\%Jﬂ‘j{c
Kenji KUBO?, Sayaka MIKADO", Junichi IGAWA?, Katsuyuki KONDO?
Daichi SAWANO?, Futa YAHIRO®

Abstract

This study aimed to clarify local parents’ expectations regarding problem-solving through a university—community collaborative
sports program and to examine, using a stepwise mixed-methods approach, how these issues were reflected in and achieved by
their children. Participants were 41 elementary school students and 44 parents who attended a sports class organized by Universi-
ty A in Region B. In the first phase, parents’ open-ended responses were exploratorily analyzed using text mining, identifying
four key issues: (1) participation in exercise, (2) use of summer vacation, (3) environment, and (4) physical activity itself. In the
second phase, children completed pre- and post-program questionnaires, and paired t-tests revealed significant improvements in
attitudes toward exercise participation and summer vacation activities. Interaction with university students and the opportunity to
exercise in a large indoor arena positively influenced children’s motivation. These findings indicate that university-based commu-
nity sports programs can help address parental concerns about children’s development and serve as effective models for regional
collaboration in physical education through a research procedure linking the exploration of parental concerns with the verification

of children’s changes.

Key words: Mixed methods research, Local contribution, Problem solving type
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